
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Burns-Williamson 
Police and Crime Commissioner for West Yorkshire 
Ploughland House,  
62 George Street,  
Wakefield,  
WF1 1DL 

9 August 2016 
 
 
Dear Mr Burns-Williamson, 

Speeding Traffic 
 

I am writing to ask you to make taking action against speeding motorists a higher priority in your 
work. I would also ask you to use your position to encourage the West Yorkshire police to treat this 
issue as a higher priority. 
 

While this is an issue of concern to the residents of my ward, and is something that is regularly raised 
with me, I know that this is not unique to the Warley ward, or to Calderdale, or even to West 
Yorkshire. It is because of the widespread nature of the issue that I believe action needs to be taken by 
yourself, and the police, across West Yorkshire and perhaps beyond. 
 

As you say on your website, road safety issues (including speeding) have an impact on people’s day-
to-day lives and how safe they feel, and I totally agree with this. Of course, one major fear is that 
driving at excessive speeds will lead to accidents occurring and the evidence suggests that driving at 
high speed does indeed result in more, and more severe, accidents. You will no doubt be well aware 
of the figures produced annually by the Department for Transport that set out the costs of traffic 
accidents. The immense costs to the police alone should, I believe, make tackling one of the causes of 
accidents a higher priority. I would make the same point in relation to costs incurred by the NHS and 
others, not to mention the grief and suffering experienced by those involved in traffic accidents. 
 

I accept that the solution to this problem does not lie entirely with yourself or the police. I do, 
however, believe that enforcement has a part to play alongside education and highway design. I 
believe that better, more concerted action by a range of public bodies could reduce the impact this 
issue has on people’s lives and reduce the number of accidents. 
 

It is for these reasons that I ask you to take action on this matter and I look forward to hearing what 
you, and I, and others can do to address this problem.  
 

Yours 

 
Cllr James Baker 
Leader of the Calderdale Council Liberal Democrat Group 
 

Tel: 07817 605162 
 


