
 QUESTION TO CABINET 14th July 2014 
 
From: Cllr James Baker 
 
To: Cllr Barry Collins 
 
Question 
 
The Highways Department has stated that there is no mechanism used by the 
authority ‘to make an objective judgement as to what constitutes an 
unreasonable traffic flow on single width roads’ since it is not a criteria used to 
assess the funding for works on the highway. Yet Section 1 of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 states that consideration should be given to 
introduce measures for: 
 
o avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the road ….. or for 
preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising; 
 
o preventing the use of the road by vehicular traffic of a kind which, or its 
use by vehicular traffic in a manner which, is unsuitable having regard to the 
existing character of the road;  
 
Will the Highways department reconsider the introduction of safety measures 
for Brow Foot Gate Lane in Warley ward having given due consideration to 
the suitability of vehicular traffic with regards to the existing character of the 
road, as provisions  within the Road Traffic Regulation Act allow for?  
 
 
 
Response 
 
Section 1 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984; this states that the traffic 
authority for a road outside Greater London may make an order under this 
section (referred to in this Act as a “traffic regulation order”) in respect of the 
road where it appears to the authority making the order that it is expedient to 
make it....  There is no requirement that consideration should be given to the 
listed points (a) to (g) in Section 1, only the traffic authority may make an 
order.   

 
The Highways and Engineering Service uses the criteria of accident data, 

speed and condition of the road as the significant criteria to prioritise the need 

to introduce minor traffic schemes but also taken into account are the number 

of people affected, impact on the local economy, safety implications and the 

wider effect of any changes and may not preclude the possibility of other 

issues being taken into consideration. 

The concerns regarding Brow Foot Gate Lane have been logged under the 

Council’s Minor Traffic and Parking Improvements Policy as reference number 

174.  Information on this policy can be found on the Council’s website here:- 

http://www.calderdale.gov.uk/transport/transport-

provements/improvements/index.html.   

http://www.calderdale.gov.uk/transport/transport-provements/improvements/index.html
http://www.calderdale.gov.uk/transport/transport-provements/improvements/index.html


In order to ensure that funding is spent appropriately and directed where the 

need is greatest the prioritisation system has been developed.  The issues at 

Brow Foot Gate Lane will be considered in accordance with the policy along 

with a large number of requests already relating to minor traffic and parking 

improvements.  In order to implement any traffic restrictions a Traffic 

Regulation Order (TRO) has to be in place.  There is a legal process to follow 

to implement a TRO with the opportunity for interested parties to make any 

formal objections.  It typically takes six months to process and costs vary 

significantly depending on the size of the TRO.   

The highest priority schemes will, subject to funding, be included into a 

programme of works.  It is not possible to give a guarantee or timescale as to 

when a scheme at any location will take place, although, having visited the 

area recently, I have asked officers to re-examine the Brow Foot Gate Lane 

issues. 

 
I hope you find the above response satisfactory. 
 


